
 
 

How has the recession affected your business? Hutchinson survey results 
 

1. In general, how has your business changed 

since October 2008?

66.70%

33.30%

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00% 80.00%

Contracted

Grow n

2. How would you describe your current business 

performance?

77.80%

22.20%

0.00% 50.00% 100.00%

Showing a marked
deterioration

Performing well

 

3. How w ill the recession affect your business 

plans for the rest of 2009?

11.10%

22.20%

11.10%

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00%

We expect to make

redundancies

We have a

recruitment freeze

We are preparing

for the w orst

4. How have your customers changed in the conext of 

their demands since October 2008?

77.80%

22.20%

0.00% 50.00% 100.00%

Much the same
(22.2%)

They have become
less demanding (0%)

They have become
more demanding
(77.8%)

 

5. Will you be putting more or less emphasis 

on New  Product Development and innovation 

this year?

55.60%

11.10%

33.30%

0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00%

Much the same

(33.3%)

Less (11.1%)

More (55.6%)

6. Out of the following, w hich is your biggest 

concern your operation this year?

33.30%

22.20%

33.30%

11.10%

0.00% 10.00

%

20.00

%

30.00

%

40.00

%

Inflation (11.1%)

Falling orders

(11.1%)

Retailer pressure

(22.2%)

Cashflow  (33.3%)

 

7. Do you think there are opportuntiies for growth 

in your business in 2009?

100%

0%

0% 50% 100% 150%

No (0%)

Yes (100%)

8. How are you finding the mood amongst staff?

66.70%

33.30%

0.00% 20.00

%

40.00

%

60.00

%

80.00

%

More pessimistic
than optimistic
(33.3%)

More optimistic
that pessimistic
(66.7%)

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

9. Finally, which of the follow ing do you 

think is most true abou tthe broadsheet 

coverage of the recession?

66.70%

0%

22.20%

11.10%

0.00% 50.00% 100.00%

It is

underestimating

the situation

(11.1%)

It is fair (22.2%

It is mostly

exaggerated

(0%)

10. What is the approximate annual turnover 

for your site?

0%

12.50%

37.50%

50%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Over £50 million

£10.50 million

(37.5%)

£2-10 million

(12.5%)

£0-2 million (0%)

 
 
 


